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EMINENCE the CARDINAL 


De Noailles, 
Axcnnsnor of P A BIS. 


"Ewis Antony de Noailles, by Divine Per- 
miſſion, Cardinal-Prieſt of the Holy Roman 
Church, by the Title of St. Mary on Mi- 
nerva, Archbiſhop of Paris, Duke of St. Cloud, 
Peer of France, Commander of the Order of the 


 HolyGbhoft, Proviſor of Sorbonne, and Superi- 


our of the Houſe of Navarre: Whereas it has © 
been repreſented to us, by Francis Babuty, 
Bookſeller of Paris, that he deſw'd to ſell, and 
publiſh in our Dioceſe, An Account of the Mi- 
racle wrought at Paris, in the Perſon of Mrs 


; Charlier, the Wite 8 * Fe Foſſe, . 
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of May, 1725, the Feaſt of Corpus Chriſt, at 
the Proceſſion of the Holy Sacrament, ſign d 
and ceriify'd to be true by the ſaid Mys de la 
Foſſe: We have caus'd this Work to be examin- 
ed, and nothing being found in it, that might 


Hinder the Publication, we have permitted, and 


do permit by theſe Preſents, the ſaid Francis + 
Babuty, to publiſh it. Given at Paris, the 
28th of February 1726. 


Sign'd +Lewis An TONY, Cardi- 
nal de Noailles, Archbiſhop of 
Paris. N 1 


By his EMINENCE, 


CHEVALIER. . 
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An ACCOUNT 
Of the 


MIRACLE 


Mrought at P aris in the Suburbs of St. 
Antony and St. Margaret's Pariſh, 


the 31ſt of May, 1725, the Feaff 
at, of Rd Fra at the Proceſſem 
of the Holy Sacrament. b 


1 IHE Miracle wrought at Paris, in 
the Pariſh of St. Margaret, ha- 
ving made ſo great a Noiſe, tis 


ſomewhat ſtrange, that no one 

has yet given the World- an ex- 
act Relation of its Circumſtances. Tis true, 
my Lord Cardinal de Noailles, Archbiſhop of 
this City, has related the Principal in the ſu- 
blime Mandate, publiſh'd by his Eminence 
laſt Auguſt. But as there are ſeveral more, 
which, 


. 
which, though not abſolutely neceſſary to the 
main Point of the Hiſtory, are yet of great 
Importance to the Publick ; it is hop'd, that 
this Collection of them, which takes in like- 
wiſe thoſe that are known already, will meet 
with a kind Reception. The known Truth 
of the firſt will not ſuffer thoſe which I have 
here join'd with them, to be calld in 
' Queſtion. Beſide, that nothing ſhall be re- 
counted, but what has been atteſted by the 
verbal Proceſſes of the juridical Informations 
which his Eminence commanded, or by the 
Perſon her ſelf, on whom the Miracle was 
wrought, and what is known to a great 
Number of thoſe who may happen to read 
this Writing. We ſhall therefore relate with 
Confidence the Things we have learn'd con- 
cerning this extraordinary Event, and ſhall 
think it a Happineſs, if by this Narrative, we 
may be able to contribute fo his Glory, 
whoſe Mercy has fignaliz'd it ſelf, in ſo con- 
ſpicuous a Manner, in our Days. 
A Woman of Five and forty Years of Age, 
nam'd Anne Charlier, marry'd to Mr Francis 
de la Foſſe, Maſter Eboniſt, dwelling in the 
Suburbs of St. Antony, Charonne-ſtreet, had 
been afflicted with an Iſſue of Blood, for a- 
bout the Spice of twenty Years. This Infir- 
mity, indeed, was not without ſome Inter- 
miſſion; for, after ſeveral Years, ſhe had en- 
joy d an Interval of Ezſe : But, ſeven Years 
ago, being brought to Bed of a Son, who was 
the laſt of her Children, from that * 
1244 = 
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had no Abatement of her Diſtemper; and for 
the laſt eighteen Months, it was encreas d to 
that Degree, that ſhe was no longer able to 
go abroad, or to manage her Affairs at home, 
which till then ſhe bad done; nor even to 
ſtand upon her Legs. She felt in them at firſt 
exceſſive Pains; but afterwards, they were 
dead in a manner, and ſo exceeding cold, that 
being twice burnt by the Application of hot 
Cloaths, ſhe felt it not in the leaſt. 

Tus Infirmity was likewiſe attended with 
ſeveral other Misfortunes. The ſick Woman 
for a long Time had a very ſmart Pain on her 
right Side, and her Sight grew daily weaker : 
In fine, her Condition was ſuch, that ſhe 


could neither reſt in the Night, nor bear the 


Light in the Day, nor move from one Place 


to another, even with the Help of Crutches. 


Al this was known to a very conſiderable 


Number of People; and not only to the Rela- 


tions and Neighbours of the fick Perſon, but 
to many of the Suburbs and of the City, who 
became acquainted with her, on Occaſion of 
her Husband's Works and Trading. There 
ce are ſeveral, ſays the Cardinal de Noailles, 
«© who have depos'd, that they found her 
© ſometimes. bath'd in her Blood, without 
% Power to walk, and her Sight ſo impair'd, 
< that ſhe could not diſtinguiſh thoſe who 


came to ſee her, and only knew them by 


** the Sound of their Voice; fo generally 
without Appetite, that ſhe could not take 
<* any Nouriſhment without grievous Tor- 


T ment; 
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ce ment; ſo lean and worn away, that ſhe. 
& was thought to be paſt Hopes of Recovery; 
cc and abandon'd by the Doctors, becauſe 
e they judgd her Diſeaſe to be incurable.” 
Upon this account, ſhe took a Reſolution, 
fifteen Days before her Cure, to get ſome 
Friend to procure Admittance for her among 
the Incurables, or into ſome other Hoſpital, 
where ſhe might find thoſe Helps, which ſhe 
was no longer able to provide for her ſelf. | 
Suck was her Diſtreſs on the twenty ſe- 
venth of laſt May, 1725, when ſhe communi- 
. cated to the Clergyman, who had been her 
Confeſſor for ten Years, the Deſign with which 
her Faith had inſpir d her. Having made her 
Confeſſion, the told him, ſhe had an extreme 
Deſire, when ſhe was carry'd down to her 
Door on the approaching Feaſt of Corpus Chri- 
ſti, and that the Proceſſion was paſſing by, to 
cry to our Lord, in order to beg her Cure of 
him, and to follow him till ſhe had obtain'd 
it, ſince all the Art of Phyſicians had not been 
able to procure it. 
Su x had had a like Thought the Year 
before, but whether it was out of Fear or hu- 
man Reſpects, or even an Inability to expreſs 
her ſelf, for ſhe found her ſelf very ill when 
they had ſet her at the Door; ſhe had not 
then Power to execute her Reſolution. But 
when the laſt Feaſt of the Bleſſed Sacrament 
drew near, her Faith reviv'd, and ſhe felt her 
ſelf incited in a more preſſing Manner, to ac- 


compliſh its Inſpiration, 
THE 


I 
Tux Confeſſor of Mrs de la Foſſe, though 
edify'd with her Faich, was not yet for advi- - 
ſing her to follow ics Impulſe. He fear'd it 
might be a ſort of Raſhneſs in her, to beg of 
God in ſo publick a Manner, a Favour which 
might be refus' d her, ſince it was not due to 
her; and the Refuſal of which would certainly 
very much afflict her, and perhaps might turn 
to the Prejudice of Religion in the Minds of 
Proteſtants, who are very numerous in St. 
Margaret's Pariſh. It ſeem'd to him more 
convenient, that Mrs de la Foſſe, without at- 
tempting a Way ſo very extraordinary, ſhould 
content her felf with continuing to beg her 
Cure of God, as {he had always done to that 
Time. He remonſtrated to her, that God 
was no leſs able to cure her in her own Houſe, 
than to reſtore her Health in publick ; and that, 
if her Faith was ſtrong enough to merit this 
Favour, God would not rejest her Prayer; 
and as ſhe ſignified to him, that ſhe ſhould 
have the Devotion to communicate the next 
Day, he advis'd her to content her ſelf with 
intreating Jeſus Chriſt to cure her, when ſhe 
communicated. 3 
TuISs Advice of the Prieſt was agreeable to 
the common Rules of Prudence: But he, who 
by an extraordinary Inſpiration had poſſeſs d 
the Heart of the ſick Woman with the Deſign 
the had juſt reveal d, had not in vain inſpir d 
it into her: He knew what he reſolvd to do; 
and Mrs de la Foſſe, animated by his Spirit, 
ſtill perſiſted in the Deſign ſhe had ä In 


f _ — 
fine, the Confeſſor finding that ſhe was fix d 


upon it, ask d her, how ſhe could imagine, 
e ſhould follow the Proceflion, to ask her 
Cure of God? He remonſtrated to her, that 
in the Condition ſhe was then, her Project 
was not reaſonable, that ſhe could not walk 
one Step, and would be cruſh'd to Pieces by 
the Crowd. But Mrs de la Foſſe deſpiſing all 
theſe Difficulties, which the Merit of her 
Faith was quickly to remove, continu?d ſtill 
to affirm, that ſhe would follow the Bleſſed 
Sacrament. I will drag my ſelf along, ſaid ſhe, 
as Well as I can, on my Knees, on my Hands; 
but drag my ſelf I will, to follow it. If I be 
not cur d, I will bear the Confuſion of my Diſ- 
appointment : The Trouble I ſhall feel upon it, 
Mill make me die: But I ſhall die in the Pre- 
ſence of my God, after having begg d of him the 
Pardon of my Sins; and that will ſatisfy me. 

.  Mxs de la Foſſe could not better expreſs, 
how unalterably ſhe was determin'd to exe- 
cute the Deſign ſhe had form'd, - and every 
body will judge her Reſolution to be extraor- 
dinary : But it will not be a Matter of ſo great 
Aſtoniſhment, when we know what Idea ſhe 
fram'd to her ſelf, of the Favour ſhe deſign'd - 
to ask of Almighty God. Every one looks 
upon it, and with very good Reaſon, as a 
Prodigy of the higheſt Rank; but for her 
Part, the had not that Idea of it. God had 
conceal 'd from her the Greatneſs of the Mira» 
cle, which he bad infpir'd her to ask; nay ſhe 
did not ſo much as think it any Miracle; ul 
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her Confeſſor was not able to perſuade her, 
that it was ſo. Wholly taken up with the 
Power and Goodneſs of the Almighty, to 
whom all Things are equally feaſible when 
he pleaſes, and meaſuring what ſhe ask d, 
rather by the Notions of God, than by thoſe 


of Men; her Cure ſeem'd to her an Effect 


which ought very naturally to follow, and 
| ſhe depended on it, as an Event that was in- 
infallibly to take Place. God will cure me, 


ys ſaid ſhe within her ſelf, I ſhall walk, and I 


ſhall followy the Proceſſion like other Pecple. 

MAN while ſhe caus'd her ſelf to be carry'd 
to Church the Day after ſhe had confeſs'd, 
which was the 28th of the, Month. She had 
been offer'd to have che Blefled Sacrament 
brought to her Houſe, and had been preſsd 


to conſent to it: But ſhe would not ſuffer it, 


and was therefore carry'd in a Chair to the 
Church. It was the third Time ſhe had gone 
out in eighteen Months, and it was not with- 
out ſuffering by it. For ſo great was her 
Weakneſs, that, to riſe from her Chair, which 
was at the Foot of the Altar, and to kneel 
for the Moment of her Communion, ſhe was 
forc d to be ſuſtain d by two Perſons ; and at- 
ter this Effort, ſhe was carry'd from Church 
in a dying Condition. She begg'd our Lord, 
at the Holy Communion, the Cure of her 
Infirmity, as her Confeſſor had advisd her. 
But her Prayer was not heard for that Time. 
Gods appointed Moment was ſtill to come, 
and the Redoubling of that Confidence ſhe felt 
765 BIG . . 
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in her Soul, that Jeſus Chriſt would cure her 


the Thurſday following, was a ſort of Token, 


whereby he notify'd to her, that her Recove- 
ry ſhould be effected on the Day ſhe expe- 
cted it. EE | 

Thus was the more and more fortify'd in 
her Deſign. And, in fine, the Feaſt of Cor- 


pus Chriſti, the Day fo impatiently expected, 


being come, from the ſecond Story, where 
The had her Chamber, ſhe went down to the 
firſt, as now and then ſhe us'd to do, crawl- 
ing on her Hands and Knees, becauſe the Strait- 
neſs of the Stairs would not ſuffer her to be 
carry d: But being come to the laſt Stajf, her 
Feet had ſo ſharp a Stroak, and her whole 
Body ſo violent a Shock, that ſhe almoſt 
loſt her Senſes; ſhe was therefore ſettled in 
the next Chamber, by the Fire- ſide, where ſhe 
ſtay d till the Moment of the Proceſſion. 


PROVIDENCE, which governs all Things, to 


give this Miracle, it was about to work, all 
the Splendor that might aſcertain the Truth of 
it, waspleas'd, that a Proteſtant Woman, who, 
- was a Friend of the Sick, ſhould this very 


Moment make her a Viſit. She came into St. 


Margaret's Pariſh to ſee her Son, who was al- 
ſo a Proteſtant, and a Neighbour of Mrs de 


la Foſſe, and in her Way ſtept in to ſee her: 


She found her in a moſt ſorrowful Condition, 
quite ſtunn'd with the Accident which had be- 
faln her, overwhelm'd with her. Infirmities, 


particularly with the Pain of her Side, which 
took away her Breath; unable to ſpeak or 
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move, and in ſuch Deſolation, as ſhe had 
never before ſeen her. She drew near, and 
ſpoke to her; but receiving no Anſwer, 
Why, Mrs de la Foſſe, ſaid ſhe, do not you 
know me? At theſe Words, the fick Woman 
caſting her Eyes on her Friend, made Anſwer, 
Is it you? Alas! I amin a moſt deplorable 
Condition, I have loſt all Hopes, and it wou'd 
be happy for me, if God would take me out 
of the World. I haveſufferd a long Time: 
1 Hopes are fled, and my Patience is quite 
l THe Proteſtant very ſenſibly concern'd to 
find her in Sentiments which ſhe conſider'd 
might endanger her Salvation, reprov'd her 
for loſing Courage: Repreſented to her, 
« That ſhe ought not to give Way to ſo 


{| © much Impatience; that the Diſpoſition in 


“ which ſhe found her, was unbecoming of a 
ce Chriſtian; that it could not but be ſhock-. 
ing to as many as were Witneſſes to it, in 
e a Perſon, who, perhaps the next Moment, 
© might ſtep into the other World. But the 
ſick Woman, looking on her ſelf to be an- 
{werable to God for Faults, which were far 
more grievous than her Impatience ; and being 
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more afraid of not expiating them, than ſhe 
was of dying, anſwer d her Friend, That in 
Caſe God ſhould take her that very Moment out 
of the World, it would ſtill be a great Mercy 
to her ; and that as great a Sinner as ſhe was, 
he would rather die guilty of her Impatience, 
_ than live longer to offend God more. Upon 

3 5 this 
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this Anſwer of Mrs de la Foſſe, which ſo clear- 
ly manifeſted the Bottom of her Heart, 
and gave ſufficiently to underſtand, that her 

Paſſion of Grief had not weaken'd her Pie- 
ty; the Proteſtant endeavour'd to revive her 
Courage, and exhorted her to place her 
Confidence in God. If he has been All- 

powerful in beating you down, ſaid ſhe to 
her, he will likewiſe be All- powerful in lift- 

ing you up again. Do not you read the Goſ- 
_ pel? Continu'd ſhe, and do not you find, that all 
who have - their Hope in him, have ob. 
tain d the Favours they asK'd? On this Occaſi- 
on ſhe mention d to her all the Miracles 
wrought by Jeſus Chriſt in the Days of his 
Fleſh ; and in particular, © the Cures of the 
«© Man born blind, of the Paralytick, and of 
& the Hemorrhoiſſa. She told her, That the 
c Goodneſs he ſhew'd to this laſt, who had 
cc labour d under ſuch another Diſeaſe as her 
< own, ought to animate her Confidence, 
ce that if ſhe had as much Faith as that Wo- 
« man, ſhe would find the like Recompence ; 
c and that ſhe ſhould reflect, how none 
« of thole who addreſs'd themſelves to 
e God with Confidence, were ever put to 
« Confuſion. 


Q 


AQ 
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I Isõs Aſſiſtance, which Providence had 

contriv'd for Mrs de la Foſſe, came very ſea- 
ſonably. God ſhew'd on this Occafion, how 
he can ſerve himſelf of any Inſtrument, to do 
Ggod to thoſe whom he loves: And the ſick 
Perſon has thought herſelf oblig d to acknow- 
8 T 


ledge, that this Woman was a great Help to 
her, in that Lowneſs of Spirit which then op- 
preſs d her; that her Exhortations gave new 
Life to her Faith, and that ſhe afforded her a 
great deal of Comfort. | 
Bur the Impreſſion of her Grief was not 
yet intirely diſſipated, nor had her late De- 
ſign of asking her Cure of Jeſus Chriſt in the 
Holy Euchariſt, been recall'd to Mind; for 
while theſe Things paſs'd, Mr. de la Foſſe be- 
ing come to tell her, That in her preſent 
Condition it would not be proper for her to 
be carried down to the Door; that ſhe : muſt 
be content with being mov'd to the Window 
of the Chamber where ſhe was; and that 
from thence ſhe might adore the Bleſſed Sa- 
crament as it paſs'd; ſhe conſented to it. 
MAN While, the ſame Perſons who had 
carried her to the Door the laſt Year, ſeeing 
the Proceſſion advance, came to offer them- 
ſelves to do her the ſame Service, I am very ill 
this Year, ſaid ſhe to them; neverthel:(s I ſhall 
take it as a Favour, I ſhall be glad to ſee the 
Holy Sacrament paſs.: Immediately they co- 
ver' d her Face, by Reaſon that her Eyes could 
not bear the Day-light, they carried her 
down; and her Husband himſelf, who before 
had oppos'd it, in Regard of her weak Condi- 
tion, allow 'd her to ſatisfy her Devotion. A- 
bout this Time the Proteſtant withdrew. 
Mxsõ de la Foſſe being now at her Door, 
the Thought of addreſſing Jeſus Chriſt re- 
currd to her Mind. She was not able to re- 
; liſt 
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F ſiiſt the Impulſe ſhe felt; and ſeiz'd with à 


Trembling, like one who is attempting a 
great Action, the deſird them who had 
brought her down, to advance her Chair into 
the Street, ſo that none might ſtand before 
her, and to let her know when the Bleſſed Sa- 
crament came near; They did fo, and im- 
mediately making an Effort to kneel, ſhe 
ſlipt out of her Chair, without any ones per- 
ceiving it; and being extremely weak, fell 
heavily upon the Pavement: All that ſaw 
her, believ'd ſhe was terribly hurt: Her Hus- 
band being preſent, fainted away, and was 
carried aſide. The ſick Woman, notwith- 
ſtanding, -rais'd herſelf on her Hands and 
Knees, advanc'd ſome Space in this Poſture, 
in order to meet the Bleſſed Sacrament, cry- 
ing with a Voice to which her Faith added 
Strength, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canſt heal 
me. I believe thou art the ſame who enter'd 
into Jeruſalem ; thou didſt heal the Woman of 
the Goſpel : Forgive me my Sins, and T ſhall be 
heald. And theſe Words ſhe repeated ſe- 
veral Times. | 

TAE People who attended the Bleſſed 
Sacrament, were aſtoniſh'd to ſee her, and to 
hear her cry in ſuch a Manner without Inter- 
'ruption. Some were offended at it, taking 
her to be either mad, or ſeiz d with ſome 
unaccountable "Tranſport ; others imagin'd her 
to be in a Fit of the Palling-ſickneſs, or to 
be in Drink; ſo that they were for keeping 

her at a Diſtance; and even they who had 
C7} help'd 


belp'd her down, pull'd her by the Clotlies 
with ſo much Violence, that they tore them; 
but ſhe kept her Ground, and catching Hold - 
of the Clothes of ſome who follow'd the 
Proceſſion, with a Des of Strength, which 
to her Thinking, ſix men could not have ma- 
ſter d: Let me follow my God, ſaid the in her 
own Defence, and I ſhall be curd : Would you 
binder me from being curd? Which Words fo 
affected ſome who heard her, with Compaſſion, 
that they ſaid, Ah! let the poor Woman alone, 
2 not tear her to Pieces; let her ſatisfy her 
” 7 Suk advanc'd therefore ſome Steps, ſtill 
upon her Knees, but quite bent; and as ſhe 
felt it very painful to creep along in this Man- 
ner: O my God, ſaid ſhe, © every Body it not 
_ able to follow thee, and is in Foy; there is none 
in Tears beſides my ſelf. Lord, if thou wilt, I 
may follow thee like the veſt. At the ſame 
Time, that ſhe made this Petition to our 
Lord, the made Uſe of all her Power to fol. 
low the Canopy, which inſenfibly got before 


her, reſolv'd, as the ſaid afterwards, ' to follow 


ber Saviour, though they had cut her to Pieces. © 
; In fine, having thus crept on for the Space 
| of thirty Yards, or thereabouts, ſhe endea- 
vour'd to riſe, and with that Succeſs, as at 
firſt, to raiſe her ſelf on her Knees: Aﬀer- 
wards, with the Help of her Neighbours, Who 
lent het their Arms, ſhe got upon her Feet, 
but all in a Trembling ; her Head giddy, and 
.bending ſeveral * ready to fall. T 5 


FS 


ſhe cry'd again to our Lord, with great Vehe- 
mency, repeating the ſame Prayer ſhe had 
made to him, when ſhe fell before him. At- 
ter this, ſhe perceiv'd, that her Heart was for- 
tify'd, that a natural Heat warm d all her 
Limbs, that her Legs were able to bear her, 
and ſhe walk'd ſome Steps, leaning upon them 
who had lifted her up. In fine, ſhe found ſhe 
was itrong enough to walk alone, and with- 
out Aſſiſtance : She deſir'd the Perſons, who 
had ſupported her, to leave her to her ſelf; 
and they, in Effect, ceaſing to bear her up, 
were ſo ſtartled and amaz'd to ſee her walk, 
that they could neither ſpeak to her, nor fol- 
Jow her. | | 
Su walk'd on with a ſteady Gate, and 
follow'd the Proceſſion to the very Church, 
which is about a Mile from her Houſe. Tis 
eaſy to imagine, how remarkable ſhe appear- 
ed all this while: Her Head muffled up, her 
Clothes ſuitable to a ſicx Woman, who is not 
prepar d to go abroad, and which had in ſome 
Degree been torn off from her Back, the Rank 
in which ſhe kept, following the Bleſſed Sa- 
crament, cloſe by the Church-Wardens, and 
the Haſte that appear'd in her Steps, were 
Circumſtances which naturally drew upon her 
the Eyes of the Multitude that went neareſt 
to the Proceſſion. But as they did not know 
her, and were ignorant of what had happen'd 
to her, ſuch of them as were told, that ſhe 
Was à fick Body, thought it ſtrange, that in 
this Condition the ſhould ſo expoſe her felt, 
as 


[19 ] 
as to follow the Proceſſion ; and others, who 
all along believ'd her to be mad, were at leaſt 
for having her quit the Rank in which ſhe 
walk'd. In fine, they never reſted, till they 
ſaw her plac'd behind the Barrier, which the 
Guards made with their Halberts, to keep 
off the Crowd; and there ſhe was forc'd to 
remain. OP. e am 
She was not fatisfy'd with this Place, as we 
may ealily believe. The Vivacity of her De- 
fires could not eaſily ſubmit to this Delay; 
and though no body was before her, her Eyes 
continually fixt on the Canopy, ſufficiently de- 
monſtrated, what it was Jhe had in View. 
Upon the main, her Impatience was not with- 
out Reaſon. The Cure of her Diſtemper was 
not yet complete. Her Iſſue of Blood ſtif 
continued ; nay ſhe was taken with a violent 
Fit of this Weakneſs, the Moment ſhe began 
to walk. Add to this, that Mrs de la Foſſe 
had her Mind moſt ſtrongly pofleſs'd with 
this Thought, that ſhe ſhould be perfectly 
cur'd, the Moment ſhe ſet her Foot in the 
Church; ſo that animated with this lively 
Perſuaſion, ſhe inceſſantly repeated theſe 


KS Words, Lord, if I can but enter into thy holy 
HNHouſe, I ſhall be entirely cur d. Hence it was, 


that ſhe thought ſhe could never arrive too 
ſoon; and being wholly taken up with this 
Thought, ſhe took no Notice of the many 
| Repulles given by thoſe about her, who were 
as much incommoded by her preſſing forward, 
as offended with her Garb. ws : 
3 1 


Ar laſt the Proceſſion arriv'd at the open 
Place ad joining to the Church, and the Guards 
halted, to hinder the Crowd from advancing, 
till the Bleſſed Sacrament was enter d. Here 
Mrs de la Foſſe loſt her Patience, and ap- 
pear'd in ſo great an Agitation, that ſome 
who were near, either wearied out with ſee- 
ing her Motions, or touch'd with Compaſſion, 
intreated one of the Guards to let her paſs. 
He was willing to do it, and remov'd the Bar- 
rier. No ſooner was room made for her paſ- 
ſing, but ſhe ſwiftly went along, and in the 


— 
| 


Twinkling of an Eye was ſeen at the Church 


Door. She enter'd following the Blefled Sa- 
crament, and that Moment ſhe perceivd that 
the Blood was ſtopt, and that ſhe was per- 

fectly cur d. 3 | | 


So lively was her:Joy, on account of the 
Benefit receiv d, that ſhe was not her ſelf. She 
advancd quite tranſported, and was follow- 
ing the Bleſſed Sacrament even into the Quire : 

But an Eccleſiaſtick having ſtopt her at the 
Door, ſhe remained there, tormented now on 
one Side, and then on the other, by thole that 
ſtood round her, and unable to retire elſe- 
where, by reaſon of the vaſt Crowd of Peo- 
ple; ſo that ſhe was forc'd to continue on 
her Feet, and in the ſame Place, during the 
whole Office. 1 only 
. Mean while, the Report of a Miracle be- 
ing ſpread in the Neighbourhood of Mrs de la 
Feſſe, had drawn to the Church thoſe who 
had ſeen ſome Circumſtances of it, or Wann 
T/ them 


134 
them from other Hands. Even ſome of thoſe; 
who had followed the Proceſſion, and ob- 
ſerv'd the Series of what had paſs d, having 
heard ſome or other mention the Name of 
the ſick Woman who was known to them; 
and being given to underſtand, that it was 

Mrs de la Foſſe who had walk d in the midſt 
of them, were ſtrangely aſtoniſh'd. In a lit- 
tle Space of Time, the whole Church in a 
manner was inform'd of the Miracle. Eve- 
ry Eye was in Search for Mrs de la Foſſe : 
And as ſhe was very eaſily to be diſtinguiſh- 
ed by the Garb in which they had ſeen her 
at the Proceſſion, they who were near enough 
to diſcover her, kept their Eyes inceſlantly 
fixt upon her, and impatiently wiſh'd they 
could have drawn nearer to her. 7 5g 

Sue, for her Part, tho' in the Midſt of all 
the People, remain'd as it were in a pro- 
found Solitude; ſeeing only God, thinking 
only on his Mercies, melting into Tears at 
his Feet, begging of him the Remiſſion of her 
Sins, thanking him with · unespreflible Fer- 
vour, and with an audible Voice; in ſo much, 
that they who had her in the midſt of them, 
and neither knew what had happen'd to her, 
nor what actually paſs'd within her, being 
moleſted with it, murmur'd againſt her, and 
moleſted her in their Turns: But nothing was 
capable of weakening her Attention. 
Ir happen'd too, when High Maſs was end- 
ed, that having enter d the Quire, there to 
adore the Bleſſed Sacrament, and many of 
$2 _ © thoſe, 
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thoſe, who were inform'd of what had paſs d, 
and kept their Eyes upon her, having follow'd: 
her thither ; each of them, before they retir'd, 
paſs'd before her, and conſider'd her with 
Attention. For her Part, as the ſort of Ex- 


taſy, into which ſhe was wrapt, ſtill continu- 


ed; ſo ſhe continu'd to pray with the ſame 
Fervour; only thinking it ſomewhat extraor- 
dinary, that every body ſhould thus paſs be- 
fore her; but never imagining, that ſhe her ſelf 
mould be the Object of Curioſity to thoſe 
who gaz d upon her. 651 
All this Time the Husband of Mrs de la 
Foſſe, a Man far advanc'd in Years, was in 
great Anxiety: For when the Proceſſion was 
paſt, having no Sight of his Wife, he at firſt 
believ'd, that after her Fall, which he himſelf 
had beheld, the Crowd of People had tram- 
| pled her to Death. But while he diſturb'd - 

himſelf with this afflicting Thought, he was 
told that his Wife had follow'd the Proceſſi- 
on, and that ſhe was at Church. One may 

judge, if this Piece of News did not ſeem to 
him ſomewhat extraordinary; molt certainly 
it was not of ſuch Nature, as to be credited 
upon thę Spot, and upon the Word of the firſt 
that brought it. It ſerv'd only to aſtoniſh 
him, and keep him in Suſpenſe, till he had re- 
cely'd convincing Proofs of it. He therefore 
ſent the youngeſt of his Children, only ſeven 
Years of Age, who then happen'd to be at 
home, to bring him ſome certain Tidings 
of his Wife. The Boy went, but could not 
1 come 
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come at his Mother, till Maſs was ended, by 

Reaſon of the Concourſe of People, who fill'd 
the whole Church. When ſome Numbers of 
them were retir' d, he ſpy'd her on her Knees 
in the Quire, and went up to her; but ſo 
perſuaded that his Mother was. ſtill infirm, 
and unable to walk, that he expreſs?d, before 
all then preſent, his Concern for having found 
her at Church. You wou'd come Mother, ſaid 
he to her, and nom who ſhall carry you home? 
Muſt I go then for the Arm-Chair? His Mo- 
ther made him no Anſwer; ſhe remain d 
till the End of Sext; and then ſhe aroſe, 
but ſo little wearied, that not knowing it was 
one a Clock, ſhe thought to have had a Maſs 
of Thankſgiving ſaid, and to have heard it 
before {he left the Church: And it is worth 
remarking, that ſhe was ſtill faſting from Ten 
a Clock in the Morning of the Eve. 

In fine, Mrs de la Foſſe finding it was late, 
went out of the Church, follow'd by a conſi- 
derable Troop of People, and was much ſur- 
priz'd, when ſhe appear'd at the Church-door, 
to fee the Multitudes that waited for her, and 
came up to take a fuller View of her. For 
tlie Streets were throng'd to that Degree, that 
ſhe had much ado to paſs; and it was admi- 
rable to behold in all their Faces, the various 
Impreſſions, which the firſt Sight of Mrs de 
la Foſſe immediately made upon them; ſome 
of them, ſeiz d with Aſtoniſhment, could nei- 
ther move nor ſpeak; others burſt into Tears; 
ſome of them bleſs d our Lord, and egy 

e tfrant- 


Crowd of People in his Way: But he quick: 


LES. 
tranſported with Joy; and there were others 
who diſputed among themſelves, Tis Mrs de 
Ia Fus, ſaid ſome of them; no, ſaid others, 

*eis not the, tis ſome other that reſembles her. 
Her Children, on the contrary, the eldeſt of 
which was juſt come to the Church, and had 
join'd his Brother, cry'd aloud, Yes, tis my 
Mother, no body carries her now, ſhe walks a- 
lone ; and nevertheleſs, retaining ſtill their I- 
deas of her late Condition, they firſt walk'd 
backward, preſenting to her the Palms of their 
Hands, as it were, to ſupport her, being all 
the while afraid ſhe would fall, and asking 
her if ſhe would always walk ſo for the fu- 
ture. Afterwards, having ſeen ſufficiently 
that ſhe was able to ſupport her ſelf, they kept 
by her, and talk'd to her : But ſhe ſtruck with 
the Luſtre which God Almighty gave to the 
Work of his Hands, anſwer d not one Sylla- 
ble to any of their Queſtions; ſo that the 
youngeſt of them very ſeriouſly ask'd his 
Mother, if ſhe was really dumb : And both of 
them afterwards leaving her behind, came to 
tell their Father, rhat ſhe was coming all alone, 
that no body carryd her, but that ſhe had loſt 
7-7 2H pipette 
Wnuilsr the was coming forwards, the Re- 
Qor of St. Margaret's coming from her Royal 
Highneſs the Dutcheſs Dowager of Orleans, 
was prodigiouſly ſurpriz d, to meet fuch a 


ly underſtood the Reaſon of it; for ſo ſoon as 
he came near them, O Sir, faid all his Pari- 
| 3 | {ſhioners, | 


1 
ſhioners, What a Bleſſing has this Day atten- 
ded your Pariſh! Oh! What a Miracle! the 
fick Woman is curd, And he asking who 
this ſick Woman might be, Ah, ſaid they, 
tie Mrs de la Foſſe; "tis ſhe who fell at your 
Feet, when you paſs d with the Bleſſed Sacra- 
ment. *Tis true, ſaid he, I obſery'd a Woman, 
who prayd with much Fervour, but I knew 

not who ſhe was, nor what was ber e 
As he was ſpeaking, Mrs. de la Foſſe preſen- 
ted herſelf to him, and ſaid, Sir, I am cur'd ; 
he deſir d ſhe would inform him, from what 
Infirmity God had deliver'd her, but ſhe was 
ſeiz d in ſuch a Manner, as not to be able to 
give him an Anſwer. To ſupply her Defect, 
all that follow'd her of her Acquaintance, 
were for giving him an Account of what they 
knew; but as all of them talk'd at the ſame 
Time, the Rector not being able to hear 
what they ſaid, went to his own Houle, 
where the Church-Wardens of the Pariſh ex- 
pected him to Dinner. While they were at 
Table, he imparted to them what he had juſt 
now heard, and told them that there was one 
Mrs de la Foſſe, who had been miraculouſly 
curd at the Proceſſion. Mr. Guenot, the 
Confeſſor of the ſick Perſon, being preſent 
when this was told, would by no Means 
believe it, but look'd upon it as an idle Sto- 
ry: The Rector was poſitive, and ſaid he had 
ſeen her Walk. Mr. Guenot was never the 
more perſuaded for all this, and ſaid it was on- 
ly an Effect of her imagiration, which could 
| D _— - 
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not be of any Continuance: In fine, the Rector 
reſolv'd to inform him more fully about the 
Fact after Veſpers. 5 
Ware Mrs de la Foſſe was on her Way, 
the Proteſtant Woman had receiv'd ſome 
Account of what had paſs'd ; for her Son re- 
turning from a Neighbour's Houſe, where it 
had been told, was come to bring her the 
| News of it: She was ſo ſtruck with it, that 
me chang'd Colour; but her Joy notwithſtan- 
ding getting the upper Hand, Go quickly, ſaid 
The to her Son, and ſee how it is. He went 
immediately, and in going to the Church, be 
found Mrs de la Foſſe, who was coming from 
it, walking with a firm Step, and juſt ready 
to go up her Stairs: At the Sight of her, he 
was almoſt dying with Aſtoniſhment, as he 
has ſaid himſelf. She was no longer that 
Woman, whom he had ſeen for ſo long a 
Time creeping on her Hands and Knees, 
and whom he call'd the Crawling Worm: 
He ſaw her walk with Eaſe, and without 
any Body to bear her up; ſo that he could 
neither take her for another Woman, nor yet 
believe his own Eyes; Mrs de la Foſſe ha- 
ving ſeen him, ſtept to him ;- and to convince 
him ſtill more of her Cure, ſhe reconducted 
him as far as the Street-Door. Away went 
he directly to his Mother, and ſaid to her, 
Come and ſee, nothing is ſo true, I have juſt ſeen 
her at. the Foot of her Staiv-Caſe; and that 


Inſtant the Proteſtant went to her Friend's 
— N 3 
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CES. 
Max While Mrs de la Foſſe being come 
home, went into her Chamber, and em- 


| bracing her Husband, Let us bleſs the Lord, 


ſaid ſhe to him, I am curd, One may eaſi- 


| dy imagine, how he was ſtruck with the Sight 


of her. The very Effects of God's Goodneſs 
ſtrike a Terror into Men, when they bear 
too viſibly the Character of his Power; and 


we have ſeen it in all who were Witneſles 
to the Recovery of Mrs de Ia Foſſe. Her 


Husband more intereſted than any other, 
in the Event, was likewiſe ſtruck with it in 
a more extraordinary Manner; it was his. 
Wife whom he had before him, but ſhe 
was not, as one may ſay, the ſame Woman: 
Her ſudden Recovery had in ſome Manner 
transfigur d her to his Eyes, into another Per- 


ſon. So that- like one who had ſeen an 


Apparition, he trembled prodigiouſly every 
Limb of him, was not able to ſpeak one 
Syllable, when ſhe came up to him; and 
his Trembling - continu'd to be ſo violent, 
when the Information was taken, ſays his E- 
minence in his Mandate, that he was not 


able to ſign his Depoſition. 


| Mas de la Foſſe had ſcarce enter d into 


her Room, when the Proteſtant Woman was 


likewiſe there, to ſatisfy her ſelf as to what 
ſhe had heard; ſhe ſaw with Joy that her 
Friend was perfectly curd, and congratula- 
ting the Bleſſing ſhe had receiv'd, My dear 
Child, ſaid ſhe, I told you with good Reaſon 
this Morning, that if you bad Faith, you wou'd 
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be curd. It was thus the Lord reſtord Health 
to thoſe, who confided in him, while he was on 
Earth. Mrs de la Foſſe was as ſenſible as 
the ought to be, of that Teſtimony of Joy 
and Affection, which her Friend gave her 
on this Occaſion : She embrac'd her ſeveral 
Times, when ſhe was come up to her, and 
in Terms of a moſt lively Acknowledgment, 
thank'd her for the good Office ſhe had done 
her in the Morning. After God, ſaid ſhe to 
her, and ſhe has often repeated it, After God, 
tis to you that I am indebted for my Cure. I 
conſider you ' as the Inſtrument which God em- 
ploy' d to fortify me in my Dejection, and prepare 
me for the Favour he deſignd me. Iis him- 
ſelf who ſent you to comfort me, and to revive 
my Sentiments of Faith. - 5 
Tu Is Proteſtant was not the only one, as 
may eaſily be imagin' d, who came to Mrs 
de la Foſſe, upon her Return from Church. 
The Rumour of ſuch a Prodigy as this which 
had happen'd, gave a Sort of Right to all 
that had heard of it, to come to her, in 
whoſe Favour it had been wrought. The 
Concourſe of People was ſo great, that on 


the very Day ſhe had receiv'd her Cure, ſhe 


was obligd to put her Health to the utmoſt 
Teſt. She was hardly ſat down in her Chair, 
but was forc'd to riſe and walk about her 


Chamber, to ſatisfy thoſe who deſir d it, and 


who were never weary with admiring the 
Wonder of Almighty God; and for the 

| teſt of the Day, the went down into her 
fi G | Court, 


Tz 
Court, to wait on all Perſons of an) Cons 
fideration. ? 

Arx ſhe had taken a little Reſt, ſhe re- 
counted all the Circumſtances of the Miracle 
which God had wrought in her: And this 
ſhe did, with unexpreflible Tranſports of 
Joy and Gratitude. The whole Company 
heard her with Attention, and all gazing at 
one another, without Power to ſpeak, expreſ- 
ſed theit Admiration by their Silence, and 
their Joy by their Tears. She could not yet 
give any Account of the Moment when the 
began to 3 her Sight, which ſhe had 
almoſt loſt, Wholly taken up with the Hap- 
pineſs of following in the Proceſſion her di- 
vine Phyſician, when the Uſe of her Limbs 
was reſtor'd to her, ſhe obſerv'd not whether 
ſhe ſaw clear or no: And in the Church, ſhe. 
could not, as was remark'd, think of any 
Thing elſe, but of expreſſing her Gratitude 
to our Lord, in Acts of Thankſgiving, and 
in Tears of Joy which ſhe pour'd down. 
It is true, that upon her going out of the 
Church, the clear Day dazzled her at the 
firſt, and oblig'd her to put her Handkerchief 
before her Eyes, becauſe {he could not bear 


the Light; but when ſhe had gone ſome ' 


Steps, the took it away, and the Brightneſs 
of the Day gave her then no farther Trouble. 
Writs every Body was haſtning to Mrs 
de la Foſſe's, to learn from her own Mouth 
what had happen'd to her ; at the Parſonage 
they were no leſs curious, to be well infor. 
MY med 
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med of it. Mr. Guenot, as little Credit as 
he had ſeem'd to give to what was reported 
of the Cure, went to ſee her, as others did, 
ſo ſoon as he could find a Moment of Lei- 
ſure; for certainly the Thing deſervd at the 
leaſt to be examin d. He was no ſooner in 
Sight, when the ſick Woman aroſe, went to 
meet him, and with a ſmile, ſaid to him, Sir, 
J have not follow'd what you told me; he an- 
ſwer d, you did well; and ſeizd with A 
ftomſhment, was not able to ſay one Word 
more. "FS PR f 
As for the Rector, he was reſolv'd, after 
Veſpers, to know the Truth of the Matter; 
and for greater Security, being told that 
Mr Proubet Surgeon had attended Mrs, de 
la Foſſe in her Ilineſs, he firſt went to him, 
and ask'd him, how many Times he had ſeen 
her, and whether ſhe had been ſo ill as was 
reported: The Surgeon anſwer'd, that Mrs 
de la Foſſe had been under his Hands for fif- 
teen Years. He gave-an Account of the Ex- 
tremity to which her Diſtemper had reduc'd 
her, and added, That in Caſe ſbe was cur d, 
it could not be without an extraordinary Mi- 
ä | 1 
Tux Rector having had the Intelligence 
he delird, carried the Surgeon with him to 
the ſick Woman's Houſe. Being come in, ſhe 
aroſe to receive them, and having paid her 
Reſpects to the Rector, ſhe addreſs'd herſelf - 
to Mr. Prouhet in theſe Terms, Jou bebold a 
great Alteration, Sir; a greater Phyſician than 
your 


1 
your ſelf has curd me. The Surgeon queſti- 
on'd her as to all the Circumſtances of her 
Diſeaſe, -in order to know for certain, if her 
Cure was complete; ſhe anſwer'd him, by 
giving a Relation of all that had happen'd in 
her, and ſaid, ſhe had now no Symptom of 
| Weakneſs. This ſo tenderly affected him, 
that he could not reſtrain his Tears. The 
Rector ſeeing the great Marvel which our 
Lord had operated, bleſſed God for it, gave 

Mrs de la Foſſe the Advice his Piety judg'd 

neceſſary, and retir'd with the Surgeon, be- 

ing reconducted to the Door by Mrs de la 
Foſſe, who upon taking Leave, ſaid to him, 
Sir, I remember that our Lord ſaid to the Sick 
hom he had cur d, Sin no more ; and I intreat © 
you to beg this Grace for ne. 
Tux next Morning Mrs de la Foſſe went 
to the Pariſh, to acquit herſelf of what ſhe 
could not execute the Day before. She de- 
fr'd a Maſs of Thankſgiving might be ſaid for 
the Miracle God had wrought in her Fayour ; 
and ſhe ſufficiently ſhew'd, that as God had 
deliver d her Body from its Infirmities, the 
Health of her Soul had receiv'd a new Re- 
cruit. The Intention for which ſhe defir'd 
the holy Sacrifice to be offer d, was to beg 
that God would convert her, and give her all 
the Humility ſhe needed, to bear the Weight 
of the Favour ſhe had receiv'd. ' During the 
reſt of the Octave of Corpus Chriſti, ſhe aſ- 
fiſted every Day at the High Maſs, and at 
the Benediction. A-Fortnight after, the _— 
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of St. Genevieve being uncover d, on Occaſi- 
on of the great Rains, for the ceaſing of 
which, publick Prayers were offer d to God, 
ſhe went to the Church which is dedicated 
under the Name of this Saint, at four in the 
Morning, on Foot, the Weather being con- 
ſiderably cold and windy; and in fine, from 
that Time, her Health was eſtabliſh'd more 
and more: She was perfectly in good Caſe; 
and certainly her Strength muſt have had 
ſomewhat of extraordinary, to put her in 
a a Condition from the very Day of her being 
cur d, to entertain the infinite Number of Per- 
ſons who ſtrove to ſee her, in order to learn 
from herſelf the Circumſtances of her Cure, 
without any Prejudice to her new-recover d 
Health, notwithſtanding ſhe was under a 
Neceſſity of talking almoſt continually, for 
the he of three Months, from Morning 
to Night. Ld I TRI 
Ms de la Foſſe could have wiſh'd ſhe 
might have been diſpens'd from receiving in- 
to her Houſe ſo many Perſons, whom De- 
votion or Curioſity directed to her. She was 
very unwilling to make herſelf in this Man- 
ner a Spectacle to the Publick : But then, on 
the other Side, the comprehended the Ne- 
ceſſity which Gratitude laid upon her, of ſet- 
ting her Cure in ſo clear a Light, as to ren- 
dier it inconteſtable. She believ'd, that God 
had wrought this ſingular Miracle, more for 
bis own me þ than for procuring her the 
Advantage of a Cure: That as he had __ 
iT NF 
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fen the Circumſtance of a publick Ceremo- 


ny, to inhance the Splendour of his | Power; 
| ſhe could not deny herſelf to thoſe; whom 


the Fame of his Wonders drew from all 
Parts; that in ſine, the Will ef Superiors, in 
this particular, ought to have with her the 
Force of a Law. The only Exception which 
the made, and certainly with gdod Reaſon, 
was, That ſome Princeſſes, within the firſt 
eight Days of her Cure, having ſent to de- 
fire ſhe would come to them, ſhe excus d 
herſelf, alledging that this Octave was for 
her, an Octave of Thankſgiving; and for 
that Reaſon intreated them to take it in good 


Part, if ſhe went not out of her Way, leſt 


ſhe might fail of aſſiſting at the Pariſh-Offi- 
ces; for the reſt, her Door was open to all 


Comets, even during theſe eight Days. But 
_ afterwards it is not to be expreſs'd what 


- 


Numbers crowded in to fee herr. 
Ix Effect, ſhe was ſeen by Perſons of all 


| Ranks. Princes and Princeſſes, Lords of the 


firſt Quality, foreign Ambaſſadors, Biſhops, 
Rectors, and other Eccleſiaſticks, religious 
Men, Proteſtants, Miniſters of the pretended 

Reformation, Men and Women of all States 
and Conditions, all coveted to learn from 
her own Mouth the Circumſtances of her 
Cure. And ſhe, with a Simplicity and Mo- 
deſty, which edified all the World; gave 


eveiy one an Account of the Favours God 


had done her; heard with Patience all the 


Queſtions proposd to her, anſwerd them 


with 
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with great Diſcretion, and as it became a 
Perſon animated with the higheſt Senti- 
ments of Religion, and deſirous of inſpiring 
them into thoſe that heard her. She was 
ſometimes prais'd; but when Perſons judging 
of her Piety, by the Graces ſhe had receiv'd, 
expreſs d how great an Opinion they had of 
ber; ſhe now and then anſwer'd them in 
theſe Terms, Be not ſurprizd at what has 
happen d. Did not God make Uſe of Duſt for 
the framing of the firſt Man? So has he vouch- 


ſaf d to make Uſe of me a miſerable Sinner, as 


of a nothing, to operate his Marvels, and aug- 
ment our Faith. Theſe ſo commendable Sen- 
timents, join d with the Account of the great 
Things which God had wrought in her, 
charm'd thoſe that heard her, ſo that they re- 
turn'd home, equally convinc'd of the Truth 
of the Miracle, and penetrated with the 
Unction God gave to her Words. > 
Here we muſt not forget to mention the 
Marks her Husband and herſelf gave of their 
Diſintereſtedneſs on this Occaſion. Every Bo- 
dy knows, that in the Verification of Things 
extraordinary, which private People are apt 
now and then to publiſh for their own Ad- 

vantage, this Article of all others is the moſt 


ſtrictly to be examin d. A great many Effects 


there are, pretended to be miraculous, which | 


have nothing real in them, beſide the Intereſt 
of thole who make them the ſubject Matter 
of their Oſtentation; and, in caſe they be re- 
_ al Facts, at leaſt it ſeldom happens, but 17 | 
On they 
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they ſerve themſelves of them, in order to 
make their Market of the Curioſity of Specta- 
tors. Mr de la Foſſe and his Spouſe have not 
only behav'd themſelves irreproachably, as 
to this Article, but have even carried their 
Diſintereſtedneſs, as far as Chriſtian Genero- 
ſity could require. Though Mr de la Foſſe 
hardly found a Subſiſtence for his Family by 


the Labour of his Hands, and that the long, 
nfirmity of his Spouſe had exhauſted the 


little Money he had in Store, they refus'd 
both the one and the other, to take any Thing 
from any Hand. Content with their Condi- 
tion, they chearfully anſwer' d, That they 
wanted nothing. God had reſtor'd Health to 
Mrs de la Foſſe: It was by the only Uſe of 
this Benefit, that ſhe wou'd hold of God, all 
that hereafter might be neceſſary for their 
Support. In vain did the ingenious Charity 
of thoſe who deſir'd to be her Benefactors, 
labour to ſurmount the Niceneſs of her Diſin- 
tereſtedneſs, by repreſenting the Relief they 
offer d, as a new Favour, which came as it 
were from the Hand of God himſelf, who 
was pleas'd to provide for her Neceſſities, and 
finith by his Providence, what his Power had 
begun. She conſider d the Work of God, in 
Reſpe& to herſelf, as conſummate by the 
Cure ſhe had receiv'd; and as for the Helps 
ſhe expected from his Providence, for ſuppor- 
ting her Life, ſhe only deſir'd t receive 
them by the Dint of Labour, to which God 
had enabled her to apply herſelf, and which, 
| + == 
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in Conjunction with Oeconomy and Frugali- 
ty, would anſwer her Wants. Thus ſhe re- 
fus'd conſiderable Preſents offer d in a moſt 
preſſing Manner; and by Perſons too, whom 

Reſpect will not ordinarily ſuffer to be de- 
nied: And her Husband being preſs'd to re- 
ceive a Sum of Money, which was preſented 
to him, anſwer'd as became a Man full of 
Faith, that he would not have it ſaid, That 
he had made a Traffick of the Gift of God, 

Bur as bright as this Miracle is in it ſelf, 
which happen'd in the Perſon of Mrs de la 
Foſſe; and notwithſtanding the Luſtre that 
accrues to it, from the Circumſtances which 
accompanied and followed it, we have never- 
theleſs had the Sorrow to ſee ſeveral Perſons, 
who have left nothing undone, to deſtroy the 
Certainty of this new Prodigy, to conteſt its 
Principle, and to ruin the Fruits of it. This 
__ ought not however to ſurpriſe us. This Mi- 
racle is neither greater nor more certain, than 
thoſe which our Saviour wrought when he 
was on Earth, and which were expos'd to 
the Contradiction of thoſe very Perſons, who 
could not but know the Truth of them. God 
has his Views, and the Obſtacles Men raiſe a- 
gainſt them, ſerve more ſometimes than their 
zealous Concurrence would have done, to 
make them take Effect. 3 
Some Proteſtants therefore, blinded with 
their Prejudices, encounter'd the Miracle as 
impoſſible, and never yielded till they had 
exhauſted all the Difficulties which could be 
objected 


1 
bobjected to its Reality; others convinc d of 
its Certainty, freely own'd the Operation of 
the Grace of Jeſus Chriſt, in the Cure of 
Mrs de la Foſſe; but being intereſted to per- 
ſuade themſelves, that the Faith of the Per- 
ſon cur'd, had not for its Object Jeſus Chriſt 
reſent in the holy Euchariſt, they would 
ave made her grant, that ſhe did not invoke 
him, as hidden under the Symbol of Bread. 
But ſhe was not capable of ſuch a Miſtake. 
It was not at Random that ſhe implor'd the 
Aſſiſtance of her Deliverer, by crying with a 
loud Voice when the Bleſſed Sacrament paſs'd, 
T believe thou art the ſame who enter dſt into Je- 
ruſalem. Tis as if ſhe had ſaid to thoſe who 
would have ſounded her Intentions at that 
Moment; She knew that the ſame Feſus Chriſt, 
who liv'd on Harth, who died, and roſe again 
for our Saluation, and who did ſo many great 
Miracles during his Life, was really the ſame 
as her Paſtor carried in his Hands. Ws 
Bor it muſt be own'd they are not the 
Proteſtants, who give us the greateſt Cauſe 
to complain: All of them are at laſt agreed as 
to the Reality of the Miracle; and ſome of 
them, eſpecially the Friend of Mrs de la Foſſe 
and her Son have atteſted it. It were to be 
wilh'd, that this Prodigy had not ſome more 
bumourſome Adverſaries: But after all, in 
| vain has Artifice and Impoſture been ſet at 
Work to undo it, were it poſlible : Iniqui- 
ty betrays itſelf. One Time the Bruit was 
ſpread, that Mrs de la Foſſe was fallen ill a- 
Sain, 
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gain, that ſhe had taken to her Bed, and let 
Blood; and when certain Perſons went on the 
Part of the Cardinal, to learn what Truth 


there was in this Report, they found it was 


intirely falſe. Another Time ſhe was ſaid to 
be in her Agony; and while this was rumour d 


about, four Perſons of Vendome Square, who 


had ſeen her before, took Coach, went to 


ber Houſe, and found her in a more perfect 


State of Health, than when they had feen her 
the firſt Time. Then again it was whiſper d, 
that ſhe was run mad; and an Engliſh Lord 
being come, with fome other Perſons, to in- 
form himſelf of the Truth of the Matter, diſ- 
cours d her for Half an Hour, when the ſpoke 


to him of the Favours God had done her, in 


Terms ſo moving and pathetick, that he 


return d quite penetrated with her Conver- 


ſat ion. | 
We. ſhall forbear relating in this Place all 


the Artifices employ'd for attacking the new 


Miracle. Every Body knows, to what Lengths 
Malice and Prevention are apt to run; One 


need only to read in the Goſpel, the Hiſtory 
of the Man who was blind from his Nativity. 
But the Power of God has given to the Work | 


of his Hands, a Brightneſs ſo ſuperior to all 
the Clouds with which ſome People have en- 
deavour d to obſcure it, that it has triumph'd 
over all the Malice of Men. 0s 
In Effe&, the Circumſtances alone of this 
new Prodigy are ſuch, as would ſuffice of 
themſelves to render it inconteſtable : = 
ſic 
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ſck Woman, who is curd, was known 
to all in her Neighbourhood, where ſhe has 
livd, for about the Space of twenty Years, 
with the Reputation of Probity and Virtue, 
above the Reach of Slander. A conſiderable 
Number of Perſons were Witneſſes of her In- 
firmity. The Nature of it was ſuch, that 
three Years or thereabouts before the Mi- 
racle, having ſeveral Times preſented herſelf 


at the Phyſick-ſchool, where ſhe conſulted a- 


bove thirty DoRors at different Times, ſhe 
was told by all of them, that if a Stop were 

put to the Iſſue of Blood, ſhe would die in- 

fallibly ; and that in Caſe her Condition would 
allow it to be ſtopt, it could only have been 
done by ſlow Degrees, becauſe ſhe would o- 
therwiſe fall into a Dropſy; And yet, what 
is the End of it? Notwithſtanding the Pro- 
greſs of her Diſeaſe, for three Years after theſe 
Conſultations, had now brought her to the 
Point of Death, Mrs de la Foſſe finds herſelf 
cur d, and iscur'd in as ſhort a Time, as is re- 
quir'd for going from her Houſe to the Church. 
But what is more ſurpriſing, her Cure is not 
begun with a Ceſſation of the Flux of Blood; 
firſt ſhe recovers her Strength, ſhe walks, and 
this Prodigy happens at. the ſame Time that 
ſhe is taken with a Fit of her Illneſs, which na- 
turally ſhould increaſe her Weakneſs. She is 
tollow'd by the Track of her Blood; and it is 
not, till ſhe comes at the Church Door, that 
the Iſſue is dry'd. A Multitude of People 
are Eye-witneſles to this Marvel, They "Pp 
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had not ſeen her, follow her in Crowds to 
her Houſe, where their Eyes inform them of 


the Truth of the Miracle. From this Day an 


innumerable Multitude of People of both Sex- 
es, of all States, and of all Nations, reſort 
thither, to be aſcertain'd of what has happen'd, 
and will have their Information from Mrs de 
la Foſſe her ſelf. Her Health ſuffices for all, 
and is even augmented, notwithſtanding a 
Fatigue, which wou'd have waſted the Spi- 
rits even of the ſtrongeſt Conſtitution. In a 
Word, the pious Curiolity of ſome, and the 
Incredulity of others, gave Occafion for Proofs 
of every ſort, and all of them ſerv'd to ren- 
der the Work of God the more unqueſtio- 


nable. 


Norhixc was now wanting for giving to 
this Miracle all the Luſtre it could poſſibly 
receive, but to have it publiſh'd in a juridical 

manner. And to this the Authority of Church 
and State concurrd by the Miniſtry of the 
Cardinal de Noailles on the one Part, and of 
the Lord Lieutenant on the other. The Car- 
dinal had already had Notice given him of the 
Miracle by the Rector of St Margaret's, the 
very Day it happen'd. Some Time after, 
his Piety made him deſirous of hearing all its 


_ Circumſtances from Mrs de la Foſſe her ſelf. 
He made her come to the Enfans Trouves of 


the Suburbs, where all the Informations were 
taken; and he could not, without ſhedding 
Tears, hear the moving Account ſhe gave 
of the Graces ſhe had receiv d. He Ray 
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with her in bleſſing our Lord for them, gave 
her ſuch Advice, as his paſtoral Charity in- 

ſpir'd, to make her retain thoſe Sentiments 
of Gratitude, and of Humility, with which 
he had the Comfort to find her penetrated : 
And, in fine, to render to God all the Glory, 
which ſo great an Event demanded, and 
which depended on his Miniflry; at the Re- 
queſt of the Vice- Proctor, his Eminence made 
an Ordinance, dated Fre the th, importing, 
That he would be inform'd by Mr Dorſanne, 
his Official, of the Facts mention'd in the ſaid 
Requeſt, and of the Circumſtances and De- 
pendencies, with all poſſible Exactneſs, and 
that a verbal Proceſs of the whole ſhould be 
drawn up, to be reported to his Eminence, 
and be order'd as he ſhould ſee Cauſe, Pur- 
ſuant thereunto, Mr Dorſanne went upon the 
Place. Above ſixty Witneſſes were heard. 
The Proteſtant Woman and her Son ſign'd 
the verbal Proceſs, and declar'd in exprels 
Terms, chat they look'd on the Cure of Mrs 
de la Foſſe, as a miraculons Effect of God's Om- 

rupotency, and that they believ'd, there never 
was a more certain Miracle than this. 
Tus Informations laſted from the 4th to the 
27th; during which Space, the Official was 
twelve Times on the Place. And in this In- 
terval, there happen'd a little diverting Inci- 
dent, which indeed is nothing in it ſelf, but 
methinks deſerves to be related in this Place. 
There are ſeveral who have heard it told. 
The youngeſt Boy of Mrs de la F:{jz did a 
0 „ F Fault 
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Fault one Day in the Preſence of his Mother; 
and of the Company that was with her; and 
being ſenſible that he had done ill, he was 
making his Eſcape. His Mother ran after 
him to give him ſome Correction, and catch d 
him. Finding himſelf caught, he fell a-crying; 
and grieving, that now he con'd not run from 
her, Ah! ſaid he, how unlucky was that Hour 
for me, when you found your Legs; ſo long as 
you were in your Arm-Chatr, you cou'd not run 
after me, and ] had Time to fly, The Perſons 
that were preſent, burſt into Laughter at this 
innocent Complaint; And in this very Jun- 
cture the Vice- Proctor coming in, and ſeeing 
all of them in Mirth, they gave him an Ac- 
count of all that had paſs'd, and he could not 

forbear laughing with the reſt. | 
Ink Official's Informations were not yet 
finiſh'd, when his Eminence, by another Or- 
dinance, commiſſion d theſe Gentlemen, Af- 
forty, Leaute, Gelly, Geoffroy, and Hermant, 
Pzhy ſicians of the Faculty of Paris, to examine 
jointly the State of Mrs de la Foſſe. They 
made their Report; and, in fine, the Surgeon, 
whoſe Patient ſhe had been, had appear'd be- 
fore the Official, and atteſted, that the Cure 
was complete. The Phyſicians declar'd the 
ſame. And their Depoſition concerning the 
preſent State of the ſick Woman, being join'd 
with the Notoriety of her precedent Conditi- 
on, and of the manner ſhe had been publick- 
Iy curd; having conſider'd the Depoſitions of 
the Witneſſes, and the Report of the 18815 
2 „ DIS 
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his Eminence declar d by a Mandate, bearing 
Date the Toth of Auguſt, That the Cure 
wrought in the Perſon of Mrs de la Foſſe at the 
Proceſſion of the Bleſſed Sacrament in the Pa- 
riſh of St Margaret, was extraordinary, ſuper- 
natural, and miraculous: Permitted in Conſe- 
quence the ſaid Cure to be publiſh'd and pro- 
claim'd as ſuch: And to encourage the People 
of his Dioceſs, and in particular, the Pariſhio- 
ners of St. Margaret's, to pay their Acknow- 
ledgements to Almighty God; his Eminence 
ordain'd, that on Thurſday the 23d of the 
{ſame Month, there ſhou'd be celebrated in St 
Margaret's Church, a ſolemn Office of the 
Blefled Sacrament, during which, the Bleſſed 
Sacrament ſhou'd be exposd, and that it 
ſhou' d be concluded with a Te Deum. The 
Cardinal ordain'd likewiſe, that the Sunday 
following, the Clergy of St Margaret's Pariſh 
ſhou'd, after Veſpers in the Metropolitan 
Church, make a ſolemn Proceſſion thither, to 
thank God for the Wonders he had wrought 
in the ſaid Pariſh, and ſhou'd there ſing the 
Je Deum: And, in fine, to perpetuate to Po- 
ſterity the Memory of ſo great a Benefit, that 


in St Margaret's Church ſhould be plac'd a 


Stone, in which an Extract of the Purvieu of 
his Mandate ſhou'd be ingrav'd. 3 
Tu Mandate was read in all the Pariſh- 
es of the Dioceſs. The Matter highly con- 
cern'd the People. The Facts were there ex- 
hibited, in a manner ſo becom ing the Sub- 
je, and the Reflections that were interſpers d, 
1 breath d 
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breath'd ſo much of Piety, and were fo pathe- 
tick, that one cou'd not hear it read, without 
ſhedding Tears. Many Rectors, as well of 
the City, as in the Country, made it the 
Subject of ſeveral Diſcourſes: Others, on Oc- 
caſion of the Miracle, gave repeated Inſtru- 
ions in the Pariſh Churches. And the 
Preachers in Town proclaim'd every where 
from the Pulpits, the Glory of the Wonders 
God had wrought. | 
The Thwrſday, on which the ſolemn Office 
of the Bleſſed Sacrament had been order'd to 
be celebrated, was oblerv'd with exceeding 
Pomp. The &ccleſiaſticks of all the Pariſhes 
of Paris, delir'd to partake in the Joy of that 
of St Margaret, and repair'd ta the Church, 
. where they {ung the Office with the Clergy 
of the Parith. There was a prodigious Con- 
courſe of People through the whole Day, 
which increas'd ſtill more at the Benediction. 
The Piety of his Eminence mov'd him to offi- 
ciate there in his Pontifical Robes. The Bleſ- 
ſing was follow'd with a Proceſſion through 
the Streets, as on the Feaſt of Corpus Chriſti. 
The Houles were hung with Tapiſtry, as they 
us d to be on that Solemnity, and the Devo- 
tion of the People excited them to make all 
the Preparations ſuitable to the Occaſion, His 
Eminence carry'd the Blefled Sacrament in the 
Proceſſion, which laſted about an Hour and an 
half; and tis a Thing worth remarking, that 
tho' the Heavens were jloaded with heavy 
Clouds, which pour'd down great Showers 
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of Rain in the City, all the Time of the Pro- 
ceſſion, yet it rain d not in the Suburbs, till 
the Moment the Bleſſed Sacrament was en- 
ter'd into the Church. 

InuxxRk remain'd another Proceſſion to be 
made, purſuant to the Ordinance given in the 
Mandate. It was fixt to the Sunday fol low- 
ing, and was made in the Afternoon on the 
Day appointed; but with a Solemnity, which 
has ſcarcely ever had its Example. Firſt, there 
march'd at the Head, the Girls of the Pariſh 
Schools, to the Number of a Thouſand or 
thereabouts; much the ſame Number of Boys 
follow'd them; after theſe, the Members of 
the Confraternity of the Bleſſed Sacrament, to 
a conſiderable Number: All of them rang'd 
in two Lines, and conducted by fifty Eccle- 
ſiaſticks, who walk'd in the Ranks at proper 
Diſtances. In the Way, they ſung with the 
Clergy, Pſalms that were choſen out as moſt 
proper for a Thankſgiving. And the Mode- 
ſty which appear'd on every Countenance, in 
Conjunction with the Conſort of Voices, was 
a Spectacle exceedingly moving to all that 
beheld it. After thoſe of the Confraternity, 
follow'd the Clergy, who were far more nu- 
merous than on Thurſday: They amounted to 
above the Number of three hundred; which 
will appear to be very extraordinary, if we 
conſider the Diſtance of St Margaret's Pariſh 


from moſt of the reſt ; and withal, that it was a 


Sunday, when they thus withdrew from their 
reſpectiye Churches. The Rectors of Paris 
333 alſo 
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alſo ſignaliʒ d themſelves on this Occaſion. It 
was not thought on till the Day before, to 
give them an Invitation; and yet a conſide- 
rable Number of them aſſiſted in their Stoles at 
the Ceremony; others, who were hinder'd 
by their Employments, made their Excuſes to 
the Rector of St Margaret's; and the Rector 
of St. Sulpice's in particular wrote to him a 
Letter, which ſhew'd how far his Devotion 
made him to partake in the Marvels with 
which God had honour'd the Miniſtry of his 
Brother. | 

Mrs de la Foſſe, who had been at the Pro- 
ceſſion on Thurſday, aſſiſted alſo at this on 
Sunday, walking immediately after the Cler- 
gy, with a Wax Candle in her Hand, and 
accompany'd by her Husband. As ſhe was 
the Perſon on whom the Miracle was wrought, 
it was reaſonable ſhe ſhould hold a Place of 
Diſtinction in the Ceremony of Thankſgiving ; 
and though her Humility made it uneãſy to 
her, for this one Time more, it was requiſite 
ſhe ſhould ſhew her ſelf in publick. She ap- 
pear d therefore at the Proceſſion, but with a 
Modeſty and a Recollection, which was edi- 
fying to all about her. So that, if ſhe was the 
principal Object of every Bo dies Eyes, we 
may ſafely ſay, that for her part, ſhe ſaw 
no body. 

Oxe may eaſily judge, what a vaſt Num- 
ber there was of Spectators, The Streets 
were crowded with them all the Way, which, 
as every one knows, are very long. The 

other 
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other Streets were wholy deſerted; and the 
nearer they came to the Cathedral, the Paſ- 
ſage was ſo ſtraitned, that the Proceſſion cou d 
not, without much Difficulty, make room to 
enter into the Church; and then the Noiſe of 
Acclamations was ſo loud, that it drown'd 
the Voices of the Clergy, notwithſtanding they 
were {o numerous. | 
Tux enter'd the Church with the Sound 
of Organs, which play d during the Te Deum. 
The Rector of St Margaret's began it, and 
was follow'd by the Clergy, and innumerable 
People, who fill'd the whole Body of the Ca- 
thedral Church. A ſaintly Joy was ſpread 
over every Countenance, and the Devotion, 
with which this Homage of Thanks was 
paid, was ſo moving an Object, that none 
could poſſibly behold it without Tears. 
Trx1s Ceremony being ended, there hap- 
pen d nothing conſiderable in relation to Mrs 
de la Foſſe, till the 16th of December, which 
was the Day ſhe appear'd before the King 
and Queen, and before his moſt Serene High- 
neſs the Duke of Bourbon, firſt Miniſter of 
State: But ſomewhat muſt here be ſaid of the 
Occaſion, which procur'd her this Honour. It 
was not in the leaſt the Deſire of ſhewing 
her ſelf at Court, which carry'd ber thither. 
An Ambition of this Nature wou'd by no 


means have been agreeable to the Character 


of Simplicity, which every one has remark'd 


in her Conduct; and her natural Timidity 


made her abſolutely incapable of entertaining 
e 
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ſuch a Thought. It was only the Neceſſity 
of doing a Charity, which firſt ſet her on the 
Way: But the Engagement of her firſt Steps 
afterwards led her farther, than ſhe expected. 


The Caſe was this: 


Ix the Month of Auguſt of the ſame Year, 


about the Time ef the Miracle, or not long 


after it, there had been a conſiderable Riot 
in the Suburbs of St Autony. Two of the Rio- 
ters had been executed, and other two, who 
had been taken up in the ſame Riot, were 


. kept in Priſon; and after they had lain there 
for ſome Months, had been condemn'd to 


perpetual Confinement in the Hoſpital of Bi- 
cetre, The Relations of theſe latter, and o- 
thers who were concern'd for their Miſery, 
had left nothing undone, to obtain their Li- 
berty; but without Succeſs. Finding there- 
fore, that they cou'd not gain their Point, it 
came into their Heads, to make Application 
to Mrs de la Foſſe, flattering themſelveg, that 
a Perſon ſo fam'd in Paris, and in Favour of 
whom God Almighty had diſpos'd all Hearts, 
cou'd not be refus'd, if ſhe wou'd only uſe the 
Credit, which accru'd to her from the Conſi- 
deration all the World had for her. Mrs de 
la Foſſe, incapable of taking her ſelf to be a 
Woman of Importance, was not at the firſt 
diſpos'd to be aſſiſting in ſuch a Work; ſhe 
excus d her ſelf a long Time; but was ſo cloſe- 
ly beſieg d with continual Entreaties, which 
were made to her, that ſhe was forc'd to yield 


Sus. 
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SHE was made to believe, that a Petition 
preſented with her Hand to the Count de 
> nyo wou'd finiſh the Matter, without 
going any farther: She therefore watch'd all 
Opportunities of having Audience of this Mi- 
niſter; but to gain it in the Time ſhe had li- 
mited, ſhe muſt have gone to Fountainbleau, 
where the Court was; and beſides that the 
Affairs of Mrs de la Foſſe wou'd not permit 
her to go ſo far from home, the fear'd it 
might make too great a Noiſe. For theſe 
Reaſons, ſhe choſe to wait the King's Return 
to Verſailles, for preſenting her Petition. She 
then rook her Place in the Stage-Coach that 
goes thither, fully refolv'd to be ſeen by no 
other Perſons, ſave only thoſe, before whom 
the Affair in hand ſhou'd oblige her indiſpen- 
ſably to make her Appearance. But Provi- 
dence wou'd have it otherwiſe. For being ar- 
riv'd at Verſailles, as ſhe was alighting out of 
the Coach, a Footman belonging to the Dut- 
cheſs af Ventadour knew her by Sight, and 
came to ſalute her. Mrs de la Foſſe very ear- 
neſtly deſfir'd him to ſay nothing of her being 
come; but in Vain, for he diſcover'd herto the 
Dutcheſs, who ſent in ſearch of her, and 
made her lodge in her Houſe; and having 
learn'd what it was that had brought her thi- 
ther, and promis d her to eſpouſe her Cauſe, 
ſhe told her, that ſhe muſt abſolutely ſee the . 
Queen, This Lady had already told her, 
when at Paris, that ſhe wou'd procure her 
this Honour, when her Majeſty was return'd 
G to 
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to Verſailles, that ſhe was a Princeſs of un- 
common Piety, and would be mighty glad 
to have {rom her own Mouth, a Relation of 
the Favours God had done her. Mrs de la 
Foſſe on her Part deſir d to be excus'd, out of 
her profound Reſpect for her Majeſty, before 
whom ſhe accounted herſelf unworthy to 
appear. But as ſhe was now at Verſailles, and 
in the Houſe of the Dutcheſs of Ventadonr, 
ſhe was oblig'd to conſent to what this Lady 
requir'd of her. x . 
Tur Day after her Arrival, ſhe went to 
Mr de Maure pas, and preſented her Petition. 
This Miniſter made ſome Difficulty of gran- 
ting her Requeſt, and told her, That if the 
Men, whoſe Liberty ſhe begg'd, were not to 
be contin'd at Þzcetre, they muſt at leaſt be ba- 
niſh'd from Paris. Mrs de la Foſſe, who de- 
ſir'd to obtain an intire Pardon, repreſented 
to him, how the Perſons, for whom ſhe inter- 
reſted herſelf, were not Vagabonds, but had 
their Family in the Suburbs, and were of a 
Trade, which employing them to Advantage, 
might hinder them from taking ill Courſes ; 
whereas were they baniſh'd from Paris, it 
would put them into the Temptation of do- 
ing ill that by Conſequence the Pardon 
which ſhould be granted them would be of 
no Advantage, either to themſelves, or to the 
State, unleſs it were complete : Over and a- 
bove that ſhe was able to prove from a 
Piece inſerted in her Petition, that the Per- 
| ſons for whom ſhe "pleaded had not been con 
| | | vice 
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victed, in the Trial they had had at the Chate- 
let. In Anſwer to this, Mr de Maurepas 
told her, That ſhe muſt neceſſarily addreſs 
the Duke, that he alone had Power to grant 
her Petition, and he gave her Hopes df ob- 
taining it. 5 | 

SHE therefore took her Meaſures, for ob- 
taining Admiſſion to his Highneſs. Several 
Ladies ſhew'd their Zeal to ſerve her, and to 
beſpeak the Duke's Favour in her Behalf: 


And in fine, on the ſixteenth of December, the 


third Day after her Arrival at Verſailles, ſhe 
had the Honour to appear before this Prince. 
<« She preſented to him her moſt humble Re- 
© queſt, which at firſt he ſeem'd not inclin'd 

© to grant her, ſaying that it was neceſſary to 
make an Example of thoſe Rioters. Mrs 
ede la Foſſe, with a great deal of Modeſty, 
« anſwer'd, That a ſufficient Severity had 
<< been exerted, in condemning two of the 


“ Criminals to ſuffer Death; that Juſtice _ 


* was now fatisfied, and that ſhe was come 
* to implore Mercy. To this the Duke gra- 
cc cioully replied, becauſe God has ſhewn 


* 


* you Mercy, you ſuppoſe that we muſt 


* allo ſhew the Mercy you ask. Well, 
* it muſt not be denied you. Mrs de 
la Foſſe made him a low Courfeſy, and 
withdrew. 3 
Ir is to be obſerv'd, that when Mrs de 
la Foſſe was preſented to the Duke, ſhe was 
not a little frighted to appear before him, in 
Preſence of a Number of Lords, and of others 
U 4 2 | that 
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that ſtood round him; and who knowing her 
Character, were eager to ſee her. And un- 
happily ſhe had not well recover'd ' herſelf, 
when it was told her, that ſhe muſt go and 
make her Appearance before their Majeſties; 
the King din'd that Day with the Queen in pri- 
vate. The Dutcheſs of Ventadour was not 
then at Verſailles; the Sickneſs of the Prince 
of Soubiſe had oblig'd her to go to Paris; fo 
that ſhe was introduc'd to the Queen by other 
Ladies, whom the Dutcheſs had delir'd to 
do her this good Office. 

WEN ſhe appear'd before their Majeſties, 
the profound Reſpect, with which ſhe was 
ſeiz'd in their Preſence, increas'd her Confuſi- 
on: She gave an Account of the Favour God 
had done her, but with ſo much Baſhfulneſs, 


that ſhe was ſcarce able to articulate the chief 


Circumſtances, and trembled while ſhe an- 
{wer'd the Queſtions, which the Queen was 
pleas d to put to her. So that nothing ha p- 
pen'd remarkable on this Occaſion, beſides 
the Words which the King addreſs'd to her 
when ſhe went out. She caſt her ſelf on 
her Knees before his Majeſty, to beg the Ho- 
nour of his Protection; and the King paying 
Homage himſelf to the Power of God, which 
had ſo illuſtriouſly appear'd in her, anſwer'd, 
A Perſon ſo viſibiy protected by Almighty God, 
needs not the Protection of an earthly Prince, as 
I am. Mrs de la Foſſe replied reſpectfully, 
that ſhe ſhould look on the Protection which his 


Majeſty granted her, as a new Mark of the 
| Cood- 


1 
neſs of God towards her; and having paid her 
profound Reſpects, the retir d. 

THtrE was no Time, after ſhe had had 
this Honour, to make her many Compliments 
upon it. She withdrew the ſame Day to 
| a Friend, who liv'd at a Diſtance, and return'd 
the next Day to Paris, to confine herſelf to 
her Houſhold Affairs, and aſſiſt her Husband 

in his Way of Trade. | 
Bocn is the Hiſtory of the Miracle, which 
happen'd in the Pariſh of St. Margaret. We 
have added nothing to the real Facts, nor 
made the leaſt Retrenchment, but have ex- 
pos'd them with all poſſible Fidelity: May 
this Relation contribute to revive the al- 
moſt extinguiſh'd Faith of our Days: May 
it animate the Faithful to qualify themſelves 
more and more for the divine Food, of 
which - the Sight alone accompliſhes ſuch 
Marvels, and render them attentive to the 
Inſtruction which God defigns to give them, 
by this late Miracle : For Prodigies are, as 
it were, the Voice of God, who calls aloud 
to ſignify his Pleaſure to us; and he works 
them more for his Glory, than for the Parti- 
_ cular Advantage of the Perſon, in whom he 
manifeſts his Power. Let our Faith awake 
from its Slumbers, and conſult him. He will 
anſwer us; and our Readineſs in ſubmitting 
to what he requires of us, will ſecure us from 
the Condemnation, which falls upon {ſuch who 


ſhut their Ears and are deaf to Us Voice. 
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The CERTIFICATE of Mrs 


De la Fos s E. 


1 Underwritten, certify, that all 


the Facts contain d in this 
Relation are true. Paris, February 


the 3d. 1726. 


Anne Charlier, By Mar- 
riage De la Foſſe. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


A Tier the finiſhing of this Relation, ſome, in- 
commoded with the Fame of the late Mi- 
racle, have not ſtuck to publiſh, both in France 
and in foreign Countries, that Mrs de la Foſſe 
was dead; in England they have poſitively aſ- 
ſerted it, which made certain Engliſh L ords, 
who have been at Paris for ſome Time, reſolve 
to inform themſelves of the Truth of it. They 
thought the moſt natural Method was to go to 
her Houſe ; and laſt February they executed 
their Reſolution : They had in their Hands Let- 
ters written from England, which mentiond 
ber Death and Burial ; and for their greater 
Precaution, they carried a Phyſician with them, 
to judge of the State of her Health, in caſe ſhe 
were alive. In effect, they found her not only 
alive, but in perfect Health: And upon her 
 asking them, if they were well perſuaded, that 
it was ſhe herſelf who ſpoke to them, ſome of 
them made An{wer, That they eaſily knew hey 
again, that they came to ſee her ſix Days aſter © 
her Recovery, and that now they found no Al- 
teration in her, ſave only an Increaſe of * a 
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Then they asR'd her, if ſhe would be pleas'd to 
write her Name at the Bottom of the Letter, 
which they were to ſend into England; and 
the did it. The firſt of laſt February, a Certi- 
fate of the Life of Mrs de la Foſſe was de- 
fir d for one of the remoteſt Provinces of the 
Kingdom. She appear d before Notaries, and 
the Certificate was drawn in form. Be bold in 
fine, another of a freſher Date, of March 15th 
1726, Which we think neceſſary to publiſh, for 
the Satisfaction of the moſt diſtant Provinces in 
this Kingdom, and of foreign Countries, that all 
theſe Kumours may be ſulencd: *Tis the Certifi- 
cate of the Rector of St. Margaret's, the Pariſh 
where the Miracle was wrought, and where 
Mrs de la Foſſe has her Dewelling: It is ap. 
prov'd ly the Lord Lieutenant; ſo that nothing 
can be deſu d more autbentick. ; 
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Rector of St Margaret's. 
by WE underwritten Prieſt and DoRor of the 
4 Faculty of Paris, ancient Proctor-Ge- 
« neral of the Archbiſhoprick of Paris, Rector - 
« of St Margaret's in the Suburbs of St. An- 
c tony; do certify, That Mrs de la Foſſe our 
« Pariſhioner, who was cur d miraculouſly at 
< the Proceſſion of the Bleſſed Sacrament of 
« our Pariſh, on the 31ſt of May of the 
* Year paſt, has continu'd from that Time 
ce to enjoy a perfect Health; that ſhe is actu- 
ce ally alive, and in Health; that ſhe aſſiſts 
ce Sundays and Holidays at the Pariſh-Office, in 


© View of the Publick to this very Day. Gi- 
ven at Paris, March 15th 1726. 


* 


G or. 


22 Certificate warranted by the 
| — Lord Lieutenant. 2 

We Jerome d Argourges Knight, Lord 
of Fleury, and other Places, one of his 
_ ®* Majeſty's moſt honourable Privy Coun- 
= CI], Titular Maſter of the Court of the 
+ © Green- 


-Cloath, Lord- Lieutenant of the . 
recincts and Viſcounty of Paris, do 
Cc certify all whom it may concern, That 
8 Mr Gch is Rector of the Pariſh of St Mar- 
 : ce gaxet in Paris, and that Credit ought to be 
4 given to the Certificates given by him. In 
e. Teſtimony whereof, we have ſign d theſe 
&. Preſents, an 


d- caus d them to be counter- 
& ſign'd by our Secretary, and have put the 
, ce Seal of our Arms. Paris, March 16th, 
4 5 | 
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